Cartoon from Aodh Rua yearbook, 1986

Drawing by Sarah Lipsett, ¢ 1840s
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Sketch from magazine, 1886

Sketch from Sarah Lipsetts scrapbook, 19th c.

Sketch by Mas-an-Eas school student, Letitia
Barr, 1916

e don’t necessarily associate archives with works of art. Yet contained
within Donegal County Archives’ myriad collections are archives that are
alsoindividuals’ works of art, literature and music. Many of these artworks
have been preserved because of the great talents of the artists. Others are preserved
for posterity by chance or due to the dedication of a descendant or a collector. Some
of this artwork is outstanding, often it is colourful, poignant and funny, occasionally it
even verges on the subversive. Many of these art works tell stories or contain messages,

hidden or overt.

Included for this exhibition are: annotated music sheets from Convoy House, 19th
century hand drawn sketches from various sources, handwritten poems by Cathal O
Searcaigh and Patrick MacGill, humorous verses from visitors to Gweedore Hotel, a
stunning photograph of an unknown cottage, drawings from a mid-20th century thesis
by Patrick O’Neill, a 1916 piece of school art, and a cartoon from the GAA Collection.

Photograph of cottage, unknown author/location/date.
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Poem by Patrick MacGill, 1935
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Sketches by Charles Hawker and others in Gweedore Hotel Visitors’ Book, 1859
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Sketch of cottages in Rosses, by Patrick O’Neill (thesis, 1946)

Poem by Patrick Doherty, undated.
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Portrait of Patrick MacGill, 1919
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Unknown poem in Gweedore Hotel Visitors” Book, ¢.1850
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THOUGHLS ON WHE " CAMIL'S dunp" STRABANE vritten in 1859
( A n srch cprrying the Strubaaneg/Lifford rosd over th  rgilway)

O'er gixty yecrs have pussed since thet rLirst day
The Hump woas bulll serossz Lue Rollway,

For like the bridge upon the river'g shore,

1t toowes built in lo3d4,

It served the millers! &nd the tes-man'g cecrta
when they set out to vislit distant parts;
Thnrough M.r Long and Rossgier they used to go
And then come back Through COuvoy wnd Rephoe,

It eay. the days of Jsunting cers w.d chelse
Give wey to bikes and'norscless corriages “;
And dld not recognise in that r'irst car

The form o1 its own executloner,

1t hesrd the lsughe ot cnildren with their hoops
And leter on , the treed of tremping Troops

En route to Plendesrs Tields, with hesds held high,
some dig eome beack-- but more were left to die,

I it could speek, whet stories it could tell;
Some tregle, sad some humourocus ea well's

Of wier end Pesce, of mourning snd of mirth

In the pest sixty yeere upon this eusrth,

Vi lovers, strolliug "nesth the moonlight glow-
of snglers, fisning in the lourne below,

of zcholere " cogging' on thelr wsy to schools,
Of punters meking " perms" on fo0tbull pools,

Of Suilors, Englishmen und Yougs

in route to Liftord to Y refill their tanks",
of shoppsre, looking for unretioned fare

And coming paek wWith * webheug L0 declare'.

But it could tell some ssdder tules (o0

Of those dark deye of 19&4,

when Lrother agsinet Lrotner T00£ up arms
Luld Tilled the land witis terror and slarms.

And how, twice ¢ year, intot he Hiring Fulr
The Llowers of Donegzl, @n fect julte bare,
Would tremp for miles--= DOy snd Jirl and men--
Auld sell themegelves 1or shnillings 1in Strabane.

sut now, the Uouncil plens to xnoek it down
Anu level out the way to Lifiord itowy
In order tnat ¢ car, snd people in it
ey seve gg much ss up to nhgli & minule y,

in yesrs to come, s motor csers speed by,
P rhecpe & wife will to her husbund Cry;
W pont go so fast, I tuink I felt a bump,“
W Tt':z wll thset's left" ne'll say, or the old Csmel's Hump '.
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Poem by Cathal O Searcaigh

Sketches by Maria Frances Montgomery

Poem by Barney McCool, 1959
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LessonT .

= On the names of the Notes .

As the principles of Music necessary for Scholars, are contained in my Institutes for young
Iieg!mnm;'!;]ik P’RIHEB is mweant to uampli-ﬂy those Principles; — to explain them more ful.
iy,_..mti.:m engr=ft them on the memory. __ Taking it for granted that you are alreadv in posses.
sion of those Institutes; answer me the following questions . _ "
ﬂiﬂ;t}:ﬁo you know the situation and names of all the Notes in the Treble lines © :

Scholar. T do.The I line B. . 2M G. 3B, _4D. _sMF. The I3t Over line A. the 2¢

C. the 3¢ E.and the 4thG.
M. What are the names of the Spaces in the Treble ¥

Sch. . The neutrl ’iute D. _'The ISt space F. the 24 A. the 3% C.the 4th E, and the sth G.
The IS over space B.the gud D ., and the 84 F._ The I{tqnder s?lce H_'---;il'_ﬂi the 24 G .

M. Thtgm: may be quiie perfect in the Situation,and names of the nmeinas and Spaces;
write down ( with @ Pencil)the following Trehle Notes, covering up what is said obove .

. _The 5t under line C. the gd A .
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M. '.; Now call every Line, Space ,m Note, Ly its proper name, in the wn .
ded ‘“Ia.- s Y P : .

Music books of Maria Frances Montgomery of Convoy House
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Music books of Maria Frances Montgomery
of Convoy House




Ladies of County Donegal

Attendees at Strabane show, 1911 Castlegrove Ladies hunting, c1900 The Boyton family, c.1890 Dorothea Alice Wood Grove, 1861
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Frances Judith Wood, 1861 Mrs Boyd of Lifford >
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any women have lived and worked in the houses of the landed gentry in by bisfe o pftecric o 1 IS el
. . Veak:
County Donegal. The lives and experiences of these women depended on Sk J2H
o -
. . . . Loty st Ao Focantin
their social status and class. Women born into wealthy families such as the > 4 /

Boytons and Montgomerys of Convoy House or the Stewarts of Ards lived in fine houses,

Ladies Hibernian Female School Society minutes, 1844

employed servants to do domestic chores, and enjoyed leisure activities such as letter

writing, needlework, drawing and music, as well as travel, fashion, high society and the —y

pursuit of a good marriage. By contrast, the lives of female domestic staff, including

housemaids, kitchen maids and scullery maids who worked in the homes of the landed

gentry, were filled with monotonous lengthy daily chores such as fetching and carrying, Z

laundry, lighting fires, cleaning, cooking and taking care of the ladies of the house. oy N % 7 o -*

Donegal County Archives holds estate papers and documents which provide insights f = , £ "
| intothelives of19th century Donegal ladies, including the Steele Nicholsons of Gleneely, | R 5
| the Montgomerys and Boytons of Convoy House, the Groves of Castlegrove and various ' A ] AR ﬁ

wealthy visitors to Lord George Hill's Gweedore Hotel. g : e B

Among the archives featured in this exhibition are: 19th century portraits of ladies

from Convoy, Castlegrove and Lifford, sheet music, a document relating to the Ladies ,

Hibernian Female School Society, a Valentine love poem, a record of a visit paid by the "

Olphert ladies to Gweedore Hotel, and extracts from an 1834 marriage settlement.

|
Valentine poem (Stecle Nicholsons)
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Olphert ladies sign the Gweedore Hotel Visitors’ Book Marriage Settlement, 1834
Invitation to a ball
Flyer for Concert at Convoy Maria Montgomery’s music book, annotated Dance album from Convoy House, mid 19th c. Extract from The Queen Magazine, 1902
Mary Boyton

Lady Isabella Stewart and daughter, c1900 Latest fashion...unknown baby Mary F Boyton, 1861 Frances Mary Ellen Grove, 1890s
Latest fashion...unknown lady

A Trek through Time: Images from Donegal County Archives
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Military on parade, Lifford, c.1907 )
Finner Camp, 1914
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Notice prohibiting pollution of Lennon river, undated Unknown lady, Grove family collection Ghost, Grove family collection Harbison family album, 1892
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The Joseph Murray Collection
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is a member of cum.ann PADRAIC PEARSE, B\g.
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Volunteers (IRA), south Donegal, 1921 — 1922 Photograph of Murray Certificate of Sinn Fein membership, 1921 - 1922
' ..J. - I'-th'a'*-x ey \
L  Phissh e | nolrcf_z/tf/s/_? 3 vernean (oo
; . - G ! . L | -. o & J
e ' POST OFFICE d8% TELEGRAPHS. ‘fif“_jﬁ%j*ﬂf%:g\;_ B W\\&)
e A This Form must __an::_m:;mimny respecting this Telegram. I__ %T'l ?%‘ I :l oG- M\m ) Uy &47
- Office of Origin and Service Insh'uﬁtionshi — : A e | ‘ '_ .- ' W Jp-u‘ Qa“w fvth
! b+ , # B Recoived e . 3 : \ 0 My
5 * }_é 3ﬂ - hnﬂ*m‘.}] S _ I .“L . ; t, M Ix r E,JJJJ\I"-
- Y : | L—M -‘&U‘V ..mkl-' ';I""'ﬁ";t ﬂ ’
.)\.\%L ¥ ;
o on | tan el
| N
cr-vu."(:, P, LW
TFotkan va v wfck avom
O L B el %% o=
O Y | o ' N
Telegram, 1922 Letter from Michael Loughlin | | | B
re his captivity, 1922 Letter from Michael Loughlin re his captivity, 1922
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' : O6sLa1s na héipeann,
oseph Murray was born on 15 March 1893 in Monaghan. He trained as a i

BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS,

national school teacher in St Patrick’s Training college, Drumcondra. A fluent

Dept............... 4th BRIGADE,

ist Northern Division,

Irish speaker, he was prominent in the Gaelic League and GAA throughout his Rt Ton, o £ F "

ife. He moved to Bundoran in 1916 where he taught in Bundoran boys’ national

school and orphanage. From 1918 to 1922 he played a prominent role in the War of
Independence and the early Civil War, attaining the rank of Brigadier in the Fourth
Brigade, South East Donegal, First Northern Division of the IRA/Volunteers. Murray
joined the Garda Siochana in October 1922 with the rank of inspector and was f
oromoted to superintendent in 1924. He retired in 1958 and returned with his wife Z/ W
to Bundoran where he died in 1975.

Note re captivity by IRA, 1921

The Collection of the papers of Supt. Murray were kindly donated by his son Patrick
to Donegal County Archives in September 2010.

SP.643 2500 1-55 2/50103 Military Service Pensions Act, 1924. M.5.P. 3.

1 1 1 1 : #{? ":'f‘ 3#3? CERTIFICATE OF MILITARY SERVICE.
The papers of Joseph Murray consist of original archival documents of national OB EN ) r Ln £ Mo .

nsions Act, 1924, and the Regulations made thereunder,

for o Certifieate of Military Service in accordanee with the terms of the Military Service 1

significance which disclose the high level of IRA activity in south Donegal, particularly f(oww f%ﬁmf WH ae

..............................................................................................................................

has rendered Military Serviee in the Forces, and during the periods set ofit ad follows :—

Bundoran and Ballyshannon, during the War of Independence and leading up to kg e e S e

t e CiVi I Wa r (a) (1) Active service in the waek commencing 23nd Aptil, 1916 B
| I ° {2} Continnons service from 1st April, 1916, to 31st March, 1917 = | 1o B et

(b) Continuous service from Ist April, 1917, to 31st March, 1918 LI L R— S . o=l I L L

(c) o 5 « 18t Aprl, 1918, to 31st March, 1919

....................................................
(d) T i w Ist April, 1919, o 31st March, 19200

Oclat e NTIRE ERIn
(e) ! W w TstAprl, 1920, to31st March, 1921 .| ... 08laigh na h-Eireann, % " ENTIGE  PERICD

Images in this exhibition include documents generated by members of the Fourth O w e w e Azt ot g, o[ OWiGh B biveamn, | T ENTIRE ™ BERIOD

Brigade, First Northern Division of the IRA/Volunteers, including correspondence ORI oy ot

{1} 5 i w 1st April, 1923, to 30th September, 1923 |

() ,_ " w  12th July, 1921, to 30th June, 1927

O SH A
S

LI AN Pk bkmana

AND THAT for the purpose of the Act the rank of the said applicant shall be taken to be that u./é’”t“?”“_'-":“"{‘

between Joseph Murray and Sean MacCumhaill, army manuals and internal reports,

£ m P 4
Dated !|1t:—'~.,.,,...,......'?'.".:":.'...“..ri.'ly of ... J&Ciuande (TR0 . ..

photographs, and a variety of items personal to Murray which reflect the many

different aspects of his life.
Military Certificate, 1956

. | /.S"ﬁ 3)5%
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DIVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS, ‘.‘}.h ORI r Beadi -
ist ULSTER. DIVISION, uz\l LTURDAY, HlARCEL
......... Mgust Sth. 192 11 e E
1931, Gy,

Cavan Garda Superin-

tendent Retires
To-day (Fridaﬂ) ma:*ka the re-

Philip 0'Deherty Organiser has been ardered to p reosed st amoe -te tirement from the Garda Siochana
D i s i D i b i of BSuperintendent Joseph Murray,
A T o _ ‘ _E!.w bas been (1)11 charge of Cavan
A e 5| District since October, 1945
and make arrangemanta for his accemedatien 1 ; ; ;
4uring the time he is in Ll A native of Monaghan town,

the aren. The SWaff ows enly blawe themsalves 4 he slacks i hio ° | Supt. Murray began his career as
a National Teacher and followed
.| this profession until 1922 when he

work in the ares.

Seuld the Sessnt Orgmiser be required sou Hight Set e ' imned the Gardai with the rank of |-
e L +| Inspector. During the years 1917-|-
;| ’22 he took a prominent part in the |:

e fight for freedom and attained the|:

Sl 1 rank of Brigadier in command of|:

Div, Cendt. /| the Fourth (S/E Donegal) Brigade, |:

Ist Northern Division. His troops|¢
came under heavy shelling when|!
r i)hett_Brlnshd ali;t?lcked the towns of |¢
Sy , , : | Pettigo an i 9292 |.
Invitation by Co Donegal Historical Presentation to Murray on Official order issued by IRA, After  joining “ihe Ottt he |

Society, 1956 departure from Donegal, 1922 Biography extract August 1921

T
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Oglaigh na h-Eireann.

4th Brirade, 1at Norihern Division.
No._ o BATTALION
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o S wm tS oot el :
,,,,,,, Botrend- Gitbopd v Edumrct Matreconsy, b i
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FULL STHENE
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wif  aa oifanit S0 waa g f-Mad.r )fn-—- 175 £ fece oteren FH ; : .
SUPT. J. MURRA

cnell wxlh ohemd 6 wta om Panaes j“"‘ 15
Lilin Buill omct eplincemy oeoleh  wndd amet tantdpg.

oums 45 amen om fomedl

served a8 Adjutant in Kildare and
Collinstown Depots and in M‘Kee
Barracks, Subsequently he served
in Dingle, Dungarvan, Bailieboro’,
Westport, Gorey and Killaloe be-
fore his transfer to Cavan.

Letter from Bureau of Military History, A fluent Irish speaker, he was

/ . . . / losely associat i i
Fourth brigade report, thanking Murray for his statement on his Brigade Report to Joseph Murray, ety R .T.ATH;. _the_ Gaclic

an. 1922 : : 1922 organisations in the various areas
J involvement in War of Independence, 1957 e He Wil s

A former member of the Ulster
Council G.A.A., he was largely re-
sponsible for the re-organisation of
the G.A.A. in Donegal, where he
was a regular member of the county
team.

Keenly interested in drama,
he was a founder member of Cavan
Drama Festival, and helped to
organise  Irish drama in many
schools throughout the county, act-
ing as adjudicator on occasions.
When stationed in Gorey he orga-
nised a most successful Garda
““ Feis Tighe,”” which was broad-
cast from Radio Eireann and com-
pered by him. He also acted as
adjudicator at Feiseanna in Co.
Cavan and other areas.

A talented entertainer, his ser-
vices in this regard were much in
demand,

Recently, Supt. and Mrs. Murray
were guests-of-honour at functions
organised by the Gardai and by
residents in Cavan to mark his
reitreme from the Foree.

Supt. urray is replaced by
Supt. Christopher Flood, a natige
of Meath, who hag been tran}ff’ ‘\{
from Galway City. P o
- Cavan District (‘Z‘f‘q* b

any wow mguged in Past Wl

Teacher training Cert, 1923

Sionalli Fob 1922 Note re brigade meeting, Letter from Owen Gallagher, Ballykinlar Article on Murray’s retirement, 1958
ignalling report, e 1921 Camp to Joseph Murray, August 1921 IRA Training manual
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The last Donegal Grand Jury, 1899

rand Juries were local authorities which had been in existence since Norman
times. County Donegal had its own Grand Jury, consisting of landowners who

were selected by the sheriff of the County. Grand Juries had no corporate
existence,theyweredischargedbythelJudge of Assize. Beforeeachassize, presentment
sessions were called in each of the six baronies of Donegal, where proposals for work
to be done were considered and submitted to the Grand Jury for ratification. Services
provided and paid for by Grand Jury Cess, a rate payable by occupiers, included making
and repair of roads and bridges, construction of courthouses, and levying for support
of district hospitals, schools and prisons.

Surviving records of the Donegal Grand Jury date from 1753 to 1899. They include
contracts, administrative and financial records, resolutions, minutes of meetings and
correspondence. Conservation work has been carried out on the collection.

Images in this exhibition include: presentments, correspondence, an extract from
a Treasurer’s report, and 1899 archives relating to the replacement of the Grand
Jury’s administrative functions by the newly established Donegal County Council. Also
included are photographs of records before and after conservation.

.....

u I "?ﬁ: .- -,- -_} A’ 'I - F "-‘I-.',:'I'I""‘_' 1"
",.v‘,, ..--r: p‘:/:f"' ;__i;- | —— E:.. Al | 4 ._ |

' i
l..".“ . ',‘;_:._'_‘“. "5"'- :":_h";",.h: J.:I:.:?:"-_n—--w‘-_: il " ; r?., " — 1 J_l’ F
f;/’-‘."’?’ (s -e_{"-’;!f e ’,dg'.;_;__;‘-'i-.‘:‘;:'ff LE ':{""' #»_\':é’%' L e 'l- ll
4 .2 e R *,:#’— i J-' Iy’,{ 5 SR — i
ra ¢ . g/ R - & | SN ST~
b fo . B g-f'ff"a-—-,-j; o b | i e lL L |
['. _JJ ,,':-:.{(f._..-.:':._’;;—_"' _,?— ’ .(' 5y f "“"’""J—' / /ﬂ"‘.l r{, 1.. _‘L F_ﬁ" e - o | |.|
. 7 v = W/ iss i . v 2 B
e ,pf y ol .',',:}-.;.i'.-“.".e‘: g i e [, Gy e
o) — ~ ks ok e T T N 1 5=
| ? 4 o . - g 40
S h__ 7 9 'i"':‘}l' - .’"_;‘-"-_ ’ 2 )y X h ll
a8 -7 - h.r;‘" A o]
P o gt b 3
] ) 000 <z ds S e el 2 oz oo JRESL -
Cover of Assizes register Grand Jury dinner accounts, 1868 8y 22 for (B ) prnnis loni @90 F 0
- ¥ /4 v ._’. a{ » .
Fal 1 g A P ‘ &

Extract from Grand Jury Treasurers Report, 1778

Letter regarding Grand Jury resolution,
1899

RESOLUTIONS |

Passed at a Meeting of Grand Jurors, Co. Donegad, 18th July, 1898, relative to the Personal
Property of the Mess.

p ’1[ 'D That the Portraits of the Du]ll-: of Abercorn and Sir James Stewart be vested in Trustees, and liberty !

5 J be asked of the County Couneil to allow these pietures to hang as hitherto on the walls of the
a Q large Dining Room. Ill the event of any diffieulty arising in carrying ont this intention, the

Trustees are aut.hormed to present them to the representatives of the respeetive fumilies.
The Trustees shall be :}Injur Hamilton, Captain Knox, and W. H. Boyd.
I

{‘ w That the Silver, China, and Chairs should not be sold by public auction. .

4\ _ |
' Wans —_— |
I 1

That the Silver, China, and Chairs be offered in lots to the Grand Jurors at the valnation made by Mr.

--rt'a'mA Wair. If there are not sufficient lots to meet the demand, ballot must be resorted to.

F‘\Mn That the ordinary Furniture be offered at a valuation to the Connty Council first, and if refused by
M‘\ them, that it be sold by publie auetion,

——

Man That a sum not exceeding £20 be set apart to get a piece of plate for presentation to John S, M:Cay,
r| N in recognition of his services during the past thirty years in connection with the Grand Jury Mess.

t“ That the remainder of the money in bank, and the proceeds of the sales, be given to the County
j 7/ )J-A' Infirmary to be applied to such purpose as we may hereafter determine upon.

Resolution by Grand ding it ty, 1898
esolution by Granad Jury regarding its property Grand Jury 1816, list of rate collectors
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Legal document submitted by Grand Jury
to Lord Lieutenant regarding ownership Extract from Grand Jury Assizes, 1845
of public buildings, 1900.

Extract from Grand Jury Assizes, 1793




Advertisement pertaining to 1920 local elections Letter re: elections, 1925

Notice of local elections, 1920
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1918.
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION.

GCOUNTY OF DONEGAL.
SOUTH DONEGAL DIVISION.

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA OF BAL

Election of #urat L, ilait bounedloro

Polling Station ¢, A« 1, 2, 3, 4, 5¢,7 8, Grenrs, 13757757

STATUTORY DECLARATION OF SECRECY.® .

Al

Report of the Result of the Verification of the Ballot Paper Account.

],' SOLEMNLY promise and dectare, that T will not, at this Elsction for the SOUTH DONEGAL
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il

Division of the County of Donegal, do anything forbidden by Section #of the Ballot Act, 1872, In keeping with Article 52 of the Local Electors (Proportional

o :
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- _ Keclfon, beimy  Sar. the Balfor Act, 1873, mist firsd e read to the =
Declarant by the person gﬁﬁm_mﬁaﬁu:ﬁr s ot - #

~ Skeriox 4.—FEvery officer, clerk, and agent in attendanee at a polling station, shall maintain and 7 o
aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voling in such station, and shall not communicate, except for some feeG =
purpose authorized by law, hefore the poll is closed, (o any person any information a5 to the name of
number on the Register of Voters of any elector who has or has not applied for 2 ballot paper or voted %Y -
nhqﬂqmﬁm:..mﬂ to the official mark, and no such Mlgn: elerk, or agent, aml no person whosoever 5 J ;
shall interfere with or attemt to interfere with o voter when marking his vote, or otherwise atlempt to
obsain n the palling sation information as o te candidate T WHOm Ay NOw in S0CH Mation 14 Aberse LS
to vote or has voted, or communicite at any time to any person any inorimuti nation obained in a polling
station as to the candidate for whom any voter in such station is about to vote or has voled, or as to the
number on the back of the w!_ﬂénmr'-sivm 1o any voter at such station.  Every officer, clerk, and
agent n artendance at the counting of the votes shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the
voting, and shall not attempl to ascertain at such counting the number on the back of any ballot paper,
or communicate any information obtained at such counting as to the candidate for wham any vote s
given in any particular ballot No person shall ;lim_\i.'_-ﬁym indirectly induce any voler to display
his Mm after his dmm:hd the smme, 50 as to make known to any person the name
of the candidate for or against whom he has s0 marked his vote,

<Ry RER Eho el in Sonkarantin. ok the provisions of this section shall be linble, on sumn
u‘iit:hmn hmm justices of the pace, 1o imprisonment for any term not exceeding six months,
or withoot bour, :

e
E

Representation Ireland) Order, 1919, I have in the presence of the Agents of
the Candidates opened each Ballot Box, taken out the Papers therein, and counted

E

and recorded the number, and verified the number against the Ballot Paper
Account of each Presiding Officer (Article 46 (2)), the result being as follows :—

T oty Ly N

REREGE GV N

DORIARE, FEINTINCROCS, CUTLEN, Eifh

Declaration of Secrecy taken by parliamentary
election officials, 1918

Election ballots tally, 1920 local government
elections

Extract from Letterkenny electoral register,
1963 - 64

Notice re Elections as Gaeilge, 1949

he 1898 Local Government (lreland) Act created democratically elected

County Councils and Urban and Rural District Councils for the first time.

The Act opened up voting to all householders and women (with a property
qualification) for the first time.

Local Authorities were responsible for the management of elections at local and
national levels. There is a large collection of archives relating to voters and voting,
including records of elections, voters’ registers dating from the 1880s to the 1980s,
campaigning posters and flyers, booklets, sample ballot papers, and jurors’ lists.

Election flyers for various parties and candidates
This exhibition highlights items from across this diverse collection, with images of

electoral registers, notices of polls, flyers from political parties, election results,
documents relating to the introduction of the Proportional Representation system
of voting and the historic 1918 general election.
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1918 General Election Information
booklet on qualifications to vote

Local election results using proportional
representation (PR) for the first time, 1920

Electoral register, men and women, 1914
FORM No, 12. Parliamentary Registration (Ireland) Act, 1885, 48 Vict., c. 17.
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Electoral register, Illies, men only, 1914
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General Election 1918
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The GAA in County Donegal
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Womens Camogie team

Antrim V Letterkenny, 1947

Donegal Championships winning football team,

Ballyshannon, 1929
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Poster, 1950s Poster, 1954

Elena King at launch of GAA Archive,
2012

ootball and hurling clubs were first established in the late 1880s in Co.

Donegal. In 1905 Seumas MacManus of the Gaelic League called a meeting

in Mountcharles to formally establish the GAA. However, Gaelic games did

not really take off in the county until after the reconvening of the County Board in

1919. In the 1920s new clubs were formed and teachers and gardai became active

in the organisation. Sean MacCumhaill, a veteran of the War of Independence, was

a pivotal figure in the development of the GAA in Donegal until his death in 1949.

Footba
foot
the 1
and again in 2012.

| gradually eclipsed the popularity of hurling

nal

over the years. The county

team won the Ulster Senior Football Championship title several times from
970s but first won the All Ireland Senior Football Championship title in 1992,

The Archives of the Donegal County Board of the GAA were deposited with the

Archives Service in 2006; a significant collection of GAA photographs were also

donated by Mr Joe O’Loughlin.

This collection, datingfrom1927to0 2012, containsa wide variety of material reflecting

the range of activities of the GAA in Co. Donegal.
correspondence, financial records and reports, whic
of the county board.

county board, incluc

to the C

evelopment of camogie.

ncluded are minute books,

n reflect the inner workings

There are also archives from the various committees of the
ing the regional boards, minor and hurling boards; and relating

The images in this exhibition include photographs, extracts from reports and match

programmes, tickets, posters and correspondence.
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Report regarding handball in Donegal, 1981

List of Donegals early matches

Letter re camogie, 1933
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Fundraising poster, 1954
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GAA Bye-laws, 1932

All-Ireland Football Championship
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A Trek through Time: Images from Donegal County Archives




Donegal Archives of Emigration

Tory Island ‘Departure Imminent’, September 1965

The “Erin” sailing ship (1835) from the McCorkell Line of Derry

Canada Homestead

Certificate.

the North West Territory.

Emigrant Information Bureau

gaish Welcome FHome

to Emigrants, their Families, Friends and

in FIESTA BALLROOM,
on SUNDAY, 23rd JULY, 1967

General Public

at 8 pm.

MUSIC

& SONGS @ DANCES

Homestead Certificate 1890s

Admisssion
Teas, Light Refreshments at Moderate Charges

“ 4/-

Parish Welcome Home 1967

ounty Donegal’s population stood at 300,000 in 1841, but by 1971 had +
dropped to 108,544. Donegal County Archives holds many records,
including Poor Law Union records and Donegal Board of Health and Public
Assistance records, which increase our understanding of why population decrease

and emigration occurred on such a vast scale.

In 1842 the Poor Law Commissioners record in their annua
worthy of consideration if some arrangement cannot be mac

number of young persons annually to the colonies’.

In his 1940 thesis, Patrick O’Neil outlines the plight of those living on the West
Donegal Seaboard: ‘In order to avoid a repetition of such a calamity he was forced
to adapt his life to the changed social structure after the famine and seek an outlet

from the impoverished agricultural holding in emigration and seasonal migration’.

includes an image of a sailing ship called Mohongo. The McCorkell Line of Derry
commissioned the ship to be built in 1851 in New Brunswick. She made over one
hundred crossings of the North Atlantic without any serious mishap. The Mohongo
carried passengers from Derry and was known in Quebec, Saint John, New York,
Baltimore, New Orleans and most of all Philadelphia, the port to which she brought
many thousands of Irish emigrants. The exhibition also includes letters, extracts
from the Annual Report of Poor Law Commissioners 1842, a diary extract, tickets for
travel across the Atlantic, photographs, Ballyshannon Union statistics on numbers
of emigrants, and a 1960s Moville newsletter for emigrants.

n the early part of the nineteenth century Irish emigrants travelled by sailing ship |
out by the end of the century, most people travelled by steam ship. Our exhibition

/__—'

Extract from Annual Report of Poor Law Commissioners 1842

The “Mohongo” sailing ship (1851) from
the McCorkell Line of Derry

Joint Certificate of the Canada Homestead Settlement
Company Ltd. & the Free Homestead Company Ltd. 1890s

report that ‘it will be
e forsending acertain |

— oy

MEMORANDA.
MEMORANDA. = :

Diary of James Steele Nicholson, heading to Australia, 1880

On 2nd of July 1882, an emigrant, James Keown,
writes from Bluff, Michigan

Ballyshannon Union Abstract showing
the “number and cost of emigrants
during the half year ended Sept. 1892”

“The Moville Emigrant”,

Page from Crofter Life on West Donegal
Seaboard, thesis by Patrick O’Neill, 1940
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Letter from James Clarke, emigrant,
to his family, undated

Newsletter, Spring 1969

Daniel Doherty, immigrant to Boston,
meets President de Valera, 1964

Second class contract ticket for travel
with the “White Star Line”, 1910 - 1920

Third class ( steerage) contract ticket for travel
with the “Allan Line Steamers”, 1910 - 1920

A Trek through Time: Images from Donegal County Archives
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O.S. Map showing Spade Foundry, Toberslane and
Spade Manufactory, Imlick, 1830s — 1840s

O.S. Map showing “Old Windmill (in ruins)”, Crest of Grand Jury, Barony of Raphoe 1830s

Braade, 1830s — 1840s

Friar Hegartys Grave, Buncrana Old Church and Malin Well, Co. Donegal The Mass Rocks of Inishowen c.1960

onegal County Archives holds a large collection of maps and plans. These are

important records of the political, social and cultural history of the county and

its placeinthe world. For example, we can track the importance of Saint Patrick’s

Purgatory, Lough Derg pilgrimage site through its appearance on early renaissance maps
in Europe. In1492, Martin Behaim cited Saint Patrick’s Purgatory on his world map. It was
the only Irish location to merit such a designation. Lough Derg’s fame as a pilgrimage site
continued over hundreds of years. On ‘Samhan’s Night’ 1835, John O’Donovan, as part of

his work for the Ordnance Survey Office, writes from ‘Ballyshanny’ as follows: ‘Dear Sir,

’

| visited the far famed terrestrial purgatory of Lough Dearg....".

The Ordnance Survey Office began surveying Ireland in the mid 1820s and by 1846 the
surveyors had completed their work of mapping the entire country on a very detailed
scale. In addition to mapping all the townlands and geographic features of the county,

the Ordnance Survey maps of Donegal (1830s —1840s) depict corn mills and kilns, tuck
mills, holy wells, schools, churches, grave yards, castles, weirs, quarries and much more.

Doon Well on O.S. Map 1905

Our exhibition includes Ordnance Survey maps, Co. Donegal local authorities” maps and
plans, Baptista Boazio map of Ireland 1599, W. Beaufort’s original engraving of Lough

Derg 1804, the Crest of Donegal Grand Jury, Barony of Raphoe 1830s, and a map of the

Mass Rocks of Inishowen, c.1960.

Doon Well, 1857

Design for Labourers’ Cottages Design for Labourers’ Cottages (in pairs or Ranges)

From Map of Ireland by Baptista Boazio, 1599

County Council Map of Donegal O.S. Map of Gola Island 1830s - 1840s

Map of County Donegal 1886

Tomb of Niall-Mor, sketch from Illustrated

Handbook of The Scenery and Antiquities of Inishowen Rural District Council:

: - Map of Saint Patrick’s Purgator ’
Map of Lifford by Richard Bartlett 1600 p 8arory, Proposed Labourers’ Cottages
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